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Chapter II
ORAL HISTORY
I began my teaching career in 1946.

It may be

interesting to note that our country had Just
finished World War II.
President.

Harry S. Truman was

An average home could be bought £or

around $5,000.00, a new Ford for about $900.00, and
a loaf of bread for a dime.

This was the period of

time when I began my first teaching Job.
My first school was a one-room school in Smith
County, Kansas, District 55.
for $800.00.
month.

I taught that year

That would have been $100 . 00 per

My take home pay was $87.00 per month.

This amount was quite a bit less than the average
income at that time, since the average income was
around $2,000 . 00.
During high school I was really undecided on
what I wanted to pursue as a profession, as most
high school students are.

But one day during my

senior year, my two best friends were going to go
to Phillipsburg to see the county superintendent.
David Van Dyke. to talk to him about teaching
school that next year.

Since my two best

girlfriends were going to miss school to go visit
with the county superintendent, I decided that I
would go with them.
Van Dyke.

So we went and talked with Mr.

When we came back to school the next
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day , my teacher, Miss McKlnsey, asked me where I
had been the day before.

When I told her where I

had gone, she seemed surprised to hear that I
wanted to be a teacher.
It

wasn ✓ t

very long after that when one of the

rural teachers had to miss a couple of days of
school because of illness in her family.

She came

to Miss McKinsey and asked her who she would
recommend to substitute for her while she was gone.
I was etill

ln my eenior year of high school but

Miss McKlnsey recommended me.

I went out to the

rural school near Phil llpsburg and taught for Mrs.
Calfee.

I Just loved it!

and I got paid for it too!

I enJoyed the children,
I knew at that time

that I wanted to become a teacher and teach the
nex t year.
Since there was such a shortage of teachers,
the qualifications to get a certificate were
minimal.

I believe I had to have eight college

hours .

I went to school and took nine hours at

Hays.

I took a five hour methods class, a three

hour English class and one hour in folk dancing,
which was a physical education class.
I was 17 years old when I began teaching in
District 55 in Smith County , Kansas.
hired for that Job was rather unusual .

The way I was
When my

dad , an area farme r, found out that I wanted to
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apply for the position. he said he would go with me
because he knew one of the board members.

I

dressed up the best I knew how. because I wanted to
make a good impression.
but he

wasn ✓ t

at home.

We went up to his house.
He was over in the field

plowing so we went on over to the field.

I

remember the wind blowing and there was dust ln the
alr.

We went on out into the field and talked to

board member. Harley Stevens.

I believe he said

that he would talk to the rest of the board
members .

I

can ✓ t

remember if I had an interview

with any of the other members.

But I found out

before school was over that spring that I would be
offered the Job.
School etarted that year on September second
and lasted for eight months.

I can remember being

a little blt frightened , and felt rather inadequate
on that first day of school.

I

didn ✓ t

have any

flret graders that year but I had at least one
student in each of the other grades.
Although school began at nine

o ✓ clock .

always be there at least by eight.
had to start the wood stove.

In the winter I

I would begin the day

by ringing a hand held bell at nine.
would line up outside.

I would

The students

When they came in we would

have the flag salute, and I would usually read to
them for a little whlle.

The subjects I taught
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were reading, math, spelling, language, social
studies, health, citizenship, and writing.
believe we taught science at that time.

I

don ✓ t

Reading ,

math, spelling, and English we had every day for
each grade leve l .

I would combine some of the

different grade levels for some of the other
subjects like citizenship and health.

Of all the

subjects I taught, social studies and health were
my favorite subjects to teach because I could tie
them into so many different areas.
We would have a 15 minute recess in the
morning when the students would often play
softball.
with them.

I enjoyed softball and always played
They also played "Annie , Annie, Over"

and "Capture the Flag."

On bad days when they

could not go out for recess, they would play games
inside, sometimes on the black board and some of
them brought board games from home.
would break for lunch for an hour.

At noon we
The students

brought their own lunches, and would eat outside
when the weather was nice.

We always had another

15 minute recess in the afternoon then school would
be dismissed at four

o ✓ clock.

One day a week, we would have current events,
and one day a week, we would sing.
a piano , but I

couldn ✓ t

play it.

The school had
I could carry a

tune fairly well so we sang songs like "Home on the
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Range,

11

"The National Anthem,

Beautiful .

11

and

11

America the

11

We never competed with any other schools.

I

do remember one time when the teacher of a
neighboring school showed up with her students
unannounced with the idea of playing us in a game
of softball.
feel

We were having class and I

dldn ✓ t

it would be ethical to spend the day playing.

I Just went out and told her that we were having
school and she took her students on home.
Our one-room school house was unique because
we had a telephone.

It was on a party line.

I

guess the board members and parents felt it would
be good to have in case of an emergency.
Our building was a wooden structure covered
with a tin type of siding.

It faced the east with

windows along the north and south slde.

The

windows provided the light as we had no electricity
nor oil
a stage.

lamps.

At the west end of the building was

I kept my desk in the front corner.

There was a wood burning stove located in the
middle of the building toward the north side.

Next

to the door was a 10 gallon crockery water
container with a spigot on it.

The students would

take turns carrying the water by bucket to fill
this every day or so.

The closest water was a

little less than a quarter of a mile from the
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building at a neighboring farm house.
brought a cup to drink from.

Each child

Since we has no

running water, the toilets were outside.
Our school house had the blackboard located on
the west end by the stage .

I was a chalkboard

person and used it a great deal.
used lt for math and spelling.
and maps on the wall.

The students also
We had

a globe,

The school also had a

Webster ✓ s

unabridged dictionary, and a set of

Compton ✓ s

Encyclopedias .

Toward the back of the

school was a very small library of reading books.
In the

back corner of the room we had a sand box

built.

We used the sand box for different projects

in social studies and community living.

I remember

one time in particular the kids built an Indian
village in the sand box.

The student would also

use this during recess if the weather was bad and
they could not go out .
My most frequently used teaching methods were
drill and question and answer.

On the stage we had

a bench, and had our class there if they were to
recite .

I dldn / t require my students to stand up

and recite.

I always had it orderly but lt was a

relaxed atmosphere.

Often times the other students

would listen as one grade level was having their
lesson.

They would learn a lot from each other .

The younger students would learn from the older
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ones. and the older ones would get a review from
the younger ones .
I

don ✓ t

remember having eight grades in one

room as being a problem.

At times it was a little

frustrating trying to find time for al 1 the
students to recite and to see that all of the
students had an opportunity to respond to me
orally .

We did quite a bit of written exercise

which I would grade after school or take home with
me.
At that time I had no say ln selecting
textbooks.

I believe our reading series was

Houghton-Mifflin. but I believe it was selected by
the state.

The students were responsible for

obtaining their own textbooks. art supplies. paper,
pencils, and ink. There was no tuition fee to the
student for attending the school.
In the spring of the year I gave county
achievement tests to al 1 of the grade levels.
These test were then sent to the county
superintendent.
the results back.

I

don ✓ t

ever recal 1 getting any of

They may have Just filed the

results in the county

superintendent ✓ s

office .

The

retention policy tor the younger grades was left up
to the teacher.

When the students completed the

eighth grade he went to the county seat to take a
competency test .

If the students dld not pass he
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would be required to take the eighth grade over
again and re-take the test.
was required to

A student at that time

stay in school until he passed the

county test or reached the age of 16 at which time
he could quit.
that year.

I only had one eighth grade student

She passed her test and went to the

county seat for a county wide promotion ceremony.
I never had any discipline problems with my
students in the one-room school house.

I may have

Just had an unusually good group of students.
had good parent support.

I

Once in a while parents

might come and drop ln unexpectedly.
happy when we had visitors.

I was always

It gave the students

an opportunity to show their parents what they
knew.
We did not have any formal scheduled
parent/teacher conference but every four weeks I
would send a report card to the parents.

The marks

on the report cart were similar to what we use
today.
I remember putting on a school wide
Thanksgiving program.

The children performed some

little skits. recited some poems. and sang songs.
This program was in the evenings and the parents
came to the one-room school house.

Since we did

not have electricity ln the building several of the
families brought their kerosene lamps from home.
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The whole community turned out for this event and
we had a plate supper that we auctioned 0££.

I

believe my father. Harvey King. was the one that
auctioned 0££ the plates.
entertainer.

He was quite an

He sang that night as well as my

younger brother Jack.

We made some money from the

auction which I believe we used to buy some games
for the school .
On Friday afternoon after the last recees we
did some special activities.
spelling bees.

Sometimes we had

The competition was difficult

because of the variation in ages.

Other times we

had math contests. we called them "ciphering
matches."

I would give the students a problem and

they would race to see who could complete i t first.
We also had geography contests.

A student would

write the name of a location on the board.

Whoever

could £ind that location first would be the winner
and they selected the
on the board.

next location by writing it

The students really responded well

to these types of activltlee.
During that time we had no special services
such as special education or learning disabled
programs.

It was the responsibility of the teacher

to take the student at hie level and to work with
him.

I do recall one time the county

superintendent brought a lady out to talk to the
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children.

She spoke on the toplc of nutrltlon and

she was very inspiring and lnterestlng to listen
to .

But that was the only outside service that was

offered that year.
At that tlme a child could not begin school
unless he would turn six by Christmas.

We had no

students that moved into the district that year and
none of the students moved out.

I ended the year

with the same students I began the year with.
would be unusual today.

This

Families move in and out

at a higher rate than they did at that time.
Most of the students walked to school.

On

occasion the parents might bring them but not
usually.

The greatest distance a child would have

had to travel would have probably been around two
miles.

I often walked to school also.

dad might bring me in the car.

Sometime my

I can remember on

certain occasions where dad would hook up the team
of horses and bring me lf the weather was bad or
the car was not available.
We did not have snow days as we do now.

Most

of the students lived close enough that even lf lt
did snow quite a bit they could stlll make lt to
school.
All of the children lived on farms.

The area

was a rural community, and mostly German Lutheran.
It was not unusual for a child to start in the
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first grade and go through all eight grades in the
same little one-room school.
Most of the boys WOLe bib OVeLal ls and girls
wore hand made cotton dreseee.
very neat and clean.

They were always

It was a veLy nice dlstLict ,

and all of the students came from nice homes .

I

had supper and spent the night in everyone of the
children / a homes at least once.

I did not stay in

their homes permanently but I was invited oveL for
a visit.

I still

lived at home with my parents.

In those days we did not have a building
principal at Smith County.
superintendent.

We had a county

OuL county superintendent was a

woman which was kind of unusual at the time .

She

came out from time to time to visit our school.
don / t recall how often she actually came .

I

I assume

on these visits she was evaluating my performance,
although, at the time I didn / t think about it.

At

that time we did not have a formal evaluation l ike
we do today .

She never v isited with me about my

teaching methods or activities .
In Distr i ct 55 we had three school board
members.

They were Harley Stevens. Allen Detwyler.

and Billy Englekey.

These three men were

r esponsible tor the hiring and firing of teachers.
but I feel the county superintendent PLObab l y also
had some say ln the matteL.

I believe the land for
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the school house was donated to the school under
the Northwest Ordinance Act which gave land in each
township to public schools.
The salaries at that tlme were set by the
board.

My salary of $800.00 was within the normal

range for beginning teachers in 1946 .

Teachers

sometimes had a voice in the salary decision.

If a

teacher had a particularly good teaching record or
the board really wanted a certain teacher. the
board would sometimes pay extra.
My paychecks were hand delivered to me by one
of the board members on the forth Friday of each
month.

From 1946 until I retired in 1990. I

gradually saw an increase in the amount of pay.
For my first year of teaching I received $800.00
for eight months and for my last year I received
$33,000.00 for nine months .

Of course. there ls a

lot of difference in the economy of then compared
to now, but I stil 1 have experienced quite an
increase in salary.
I have taught at several schools since that
first year in 1946 at Smith County.

From Smith

County I went to Phillipsburg Public Schools for
five years.
County.

Then I was married and moved to Coffey

There I went back to a one-room school for

three years then to Miami County for two years.
After that I went back to college at Pittsburg and
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completed my Bachelor of Science Degree in
Education.

With that completed, I went to the

Osawatomie Public Schools and I taught there for
twenty years before I retired .
I think that there are a
with

today ✓ e

lot of similarities

students and those I had in 1946.

For

the most part students respond and react today to
the same methods used then.

All students like

praise and understanding, and most enJoy
competition.
I thoroughly enJoyed working with all of the
children and seeing their progress in different
areas academically and socially.

The rewards of

working with children have been great.

